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As the autumn nights draw in, Brighton Dome will 
brighten up your evenings with some dazzling events
This autumn season at Brighton Dome is one of the most impressive to date with such a splendid variety of events that that you’ll be hard pressed to stay away! We have music events ranging from the iconic Alison Moyet to dance masters Ojos de Brujo to a unique recital from Radu Lupu; young theatre specially commissioned for Brighton in Them With Frozen Tails; contemporary dance events ranging from Bonachela Dance Company to internationally renowned Wayne McGregor’s Random Dance; workshops such as Trapeze and Physical Theatre For Beginners to get you active; a laugh-athon at the Comedy Festival as well as Brighton favourites Daniel Kitson and Rob Brydon; and a Christmas season that truly sparkles with a brand new show from Brendan Cole, the ‘Bad Boy’ of BBC 1’s Strictly Come Dancing, Brendan Live and Unjudged as well as the West End spectacular on tour Chicago The Musical. 
MUSIC

The music programme kicks off this autumn with the fabulous songsmith Natacha Atlas who comes with the Mazeeka Ensemble on 1 Oct and in a departure from her previous fusion releases Atlas returns to her Middle Eastern heritage to perform acoustic tracks from her acclaimed album Ana Hina. Two more outstanding female voices then follow with Joan Baez on 5 Oct, who performs in the Concert Hall on the eve of her 24th studio album release, Day After Tomorrow and then Alison Moyet revisits 25 years of songcraft with a concert of some of her best-loved material on 21 Nov. The unstoppable Orquesta Buena Vista Social Club thunder into Brighton Dome on 20 Oct to take you on a musical excursion from the original 1996 recordings right up to the present day. Then the jazz trio Robert Mitchell 3io on 12 Nov cover a wide territory from Wayne Shorter to Massive Attack honing an eclectic mix of influences into a bold new sound.
After performing alongside Massive Attack and Damon Albarn, the inspiring disabled street-musicians from Kinshasa, Congo, Staff Benda Bilili, make their first UK visit and come to Brighton on 11 Nov to perform their Cuban-mambo-meets James Brown funk. Jetting in from Barcelona are Ojos de Brujo on 29 Nov with their first UK tour since 2007, this nu-flamenco ensemble have been kicking up a storm for nearly two decades and then after four decades of performing Ralph McTell,winner of the Radio 2 Folk Awards Lifetime Achievement Award, brings his humour and sublime musicality on 30 Oct.
There are also a number of rock and pop events to whet the widest of appetites including Bat For Lashes on 2 Oct, Calvin Harris on 27 Oct, Zero 7 on 6 Oct, Seth Lakeman on 6 Nov, Gary Numan on 17 Nov, Gong on 29 Nov and the Bootleg Beatles on 5 Dec.
We begin the classical season on 3 Oct with a rare performance from the sublime Romanian concert pianist Radu Lupu, who will play a programme of Schubert, Janacek and Beethoven in a special Concert Hall recital, and then in a second solo piano concert by renowned composer Ryuichi Sakamoto will perform brand new arrangements of his popular repertoire and avant-garde compositions on 27 Nov.  The Four Seasons by Candlelight is performed on 26 Nov by Mozart Festive Orchestra in an evocative candlelit setting in authentic 18th-century period costume. The London Philharmonic Orchestra return for the first half of their series of concerts: on 31 Oct Alexander Vedernikov conducts Prokofiev and Tchaikovsky and is joined by Piers Lane for Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 2; and on 12 Dec Jukka-Pekka Saraste conducts Brahms Symphony No. 1 and Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 5 with the virtuosic Llŷr Williams on piano.

The Brighton Philharmonic Orchestra also return with their annual concert series conducted by Barry Wordsworth: on 4 Oct Vasko Vassilev joins the BPO for Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto performed alongside Borodin and Rachmaninov; on 25 Oct Rossini and Bizet are performed and the orchestra is joined by Min-Jung Kym and Sergey Levitin for Mendelssohn’s Concerto for Violin and Piano in D minor; on 15 Nov the world premiere of Will Todd’s Clarinet Concerto is performed by Emma Johnson in a concert that includes music by Haydn, Mozart and Kodaly; the 22 Nov concert is a family orientated event with music from Harry Potter, The Snowman and The Nutcracker; on 6 Dec Rafal Zambrycki-Payne and Thomas Carroll perform Brahms Concerto for Violin and Cello in A minor and the orchestra also performs Beethoven and Rossini; the New Year’s Eve Viennese Concert on 31 Dec features the perennial classics Blue Danube and Radetzky March.
DANCE
Brighton’s leading dance venue presents another outstanding season of contemporary dance starting with Bonachela Dance Company’s The Land of Yes and The Land of No on 6-7 Oct. In his first work for his own company since becoming Artistic Director at Sydney Dance Company, Bonachela delves into the world of signs and explores the power of imagination and the body’s ability to give physical shape to memory, experience and emotions. Following this, on 4 Nov we have the exceptional ensemble Vincent Dance Theatre performing If We Go On, a dark physical dance theatre piece which embraces uncertainty and hesitancy with a intelligent black humour. Brighton-based, Jerwood award-winning dancer/choreographer (Richard Alston, Ricochet) Ben Wright is back with his contemporary dance ensemble bgroup and a new show on 5 Nov, about around, which seats its audience in a ring of 50 chairs. The dancers enact a sequence of events that chart the passing of an hour, exploring ritualistic conventions from primitive to modern day. The contemporary dance season concludes with Wayne McGregor’s Random Dance on 2-3 Dec who are touring their international dance sensation Entity. Performed against a pounding soundscape by Jon Hopkins (Coldplay, Massive Attack) and Joby Talbot (The Divine Comedy), Entity is a staggering blend of bodies, lights, technology and film.

DANCE WORKSHOPS
Alternatively if you don’t want to sit and watch, there’s a plethora of workshops to get you moving. Weekly workshops on from 26 Oct to 23 Nov include the street-fusion jazz dance workshops with JazzCotech or suitable for degree level students and professional dancers there are Choreographic Dance Workshops with bgroup (Ben Wright). Bonachela Dance Company and Random Dance will lead show specific workshops for dance students and if you’ve already bought your Christmas Ball tickets there is a one-off workshop to teach you all the right moves in advance of the big night on 17 Dec. 
WORKSHOPS
If dancing is not your thing, there are workshops for budding aerialists, actors, musicians and make-up artists. Weekly workshops run on Tuesdays from 26 Oct-23 Nov where there is a Beginners Adult Static Trapeze course; Sing-Along-a-Sandwich with Lorraine Bowen returns for the perfect lunchtime musical interlude; and Artichoke Artgroup teach Physical Theatre for Beginners.

Robert Mitchell 3io lead a workshop on composition and improvisation on 12 Nov for GCSE students and above that are attending the band’s live show, using Massive Attack’s Teardrop as a jumping off point. In the run up to Halloween Theatrical Make-up in a Day (26 Oct) will teach you how to create wounds ands scars, or simply how to make someone very old, lead by leading make-up artist Sylvi Du Sauzay.

ILOVEMY WORLD specialise in cultural diversity and performance workshops and their two workshops on 5 Dec are designed to inspire creativity and imagination for children aged 5-11: the first Brazilian Carnival Workshop involves making carnival hats and masks and learning carnival songs and dances, the second West African Drumming teaches call and response, drum rhythms and basic West African dance steps.
YOUNG THEATRE
There’s a quartet of theatre for young people and their families this season. In October Nikki McCretton brings Hoof! a play about one adventurous horse who dreams of leaving her stable and running off to the Wild West. Continuing the equine theme Horseplay is an immersive theatre experience for children 3+ in which the Pavilion Theatre is turned into a stable ripe for exploration.

After an extensive tour, Unpacked Theatre Company bring Jumping Mouse back to the theatre on 8 Nov. Adapted from a Native American folktale join Martin, a bullfrog blues band, a clapped-out bison, a forgetful wolf and a little mouse for a very big adventure.

Fevered Sleep, who presented two shows in Brighton Festival 2008 (An Infinite Line and children’s show Brilliant) transform the Corn Exchange into a forest on 25 – 28 Nov. The Forest is a place where things are never quite what they seem, this performance for 5-7 year olds uses dance, images, sounds and light to show the forest bursting into life.

CHRISTMAS

There’s plenty of glitter and sparkle in our Christmas season. Theatre for young people is a major part of this year’s Christmas season and following their 2007 Brighton Festival debut with Them With Tails, Tall Stories are back with a seasonal offering and a fantastically festive alternative to pantomime suitable for all the family, Them with Frozen Tails on 8–13 Dec contains tales from around the world including one brand new story co-commissioned by Brighton Dome and one invented on-the-spot from audience suggestions. 
Kate Rusby returns on 4 Dec and she’s teaming up with Andy Steward (double bass), Damien O’Kane (guitar, banjo) and Malcolm Stitt (bouzouki) and a brass quintet for a wonderful set of Rusby classics and rousing Christmas finale of Yorkshire carols. The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Brighton Festival Chorus and Brighton Festival Youth Choir join forces for Brighton Dome’s Christmas Concert on 13 Dec packed with festive favourites.  

You can recapture the golden age of ballroom dance at the glittering Brighton Dome Christmas Ball with music from the Berkeley Square Society Band on 19 Dec. Prepare for the big night out at the Ballroom Dance Workshop with professional dance teacher Carola Degener-Pereira on 17 Dec. The family friendly Winter Ceilidh also returns on 20 Dec and with ceilidh maestros The Sussex Pistols and the resident caller you’ll stripping the willow in no time. 

We’ll razzle dazzle you in the run up to Christmas with the sexy and sassy Chicago The Musical which comes to Brighton for the very first time on 16-20 Dec. This musical tale of gin, jazz and murder is based on real life events back in the roaring 1920s when nightclub singer Roxie Hart shoots her lover and along with cell block rival, double-murderess Velma Kelly, fights to keep from death row with the help of smooth talking lawyer Billy Flynn played by Gary Wilmot. Hot on their heels is Brendan Live and Unjudged Strictly Come Dancing’s Brendan Cole in his brand new show. Opening in Brighton on 22-23 Dec and continuing on 27-28 Dec this is a unique opportunity to see Brendan’s show before anyone else and this all-singing, all dancing live show is bound to prove a hit. Brendan and a host of special guests will showcase a host of classic dances from the sensual rumba to the elegant fox-trot via the red hot salsa and the explosive pasa doble.  
COMEDY
Two weeks of unabashed showing off and big laughs come in the form of the annual Brighton Comedy Festival, back for another jam-packed month of stand-up from 8 to 24 Oct. This year’s fabulous line-up of comedy talent includes Brighton Festival favourites Spymonkey’s Moby Dick, Tim Minchin, Alan Carr, Rich Hall, Rhod Gilbert, Jason Byrne, Jimmy Carr, Simon Amstell, Alistair McGowan, the Grumpy Old Women, Julian Clary’s Lord of the Mince and many more.
On top of the incredible comedy festival there are some other comedic evenings to entice; Daniel Kitson brings his show We are Gathered Here on 10-11 Nov, a new stand-up show from the Perrier-winning comic about finding something important in an ocean of twaddle and Rob Brydon returns to the live arena giving Brighton audiences another chance to see the show that sold out so quickly earlier this year. 
Event cancellation: Unfortunately due to funding issues Incisor Theatre’s production of Pinter’s People is no longer coming to the Pavilion Theatre in October. There are 5 performances advertised in our brochure from 2-5 Oct.
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Notes to editor: 

Brighton Dome is a three venue arts, entertainment and conference centre presenting over 600 events a year.  Based in a historic 200 year-old building as part of the Royal Pavilion Estate it re-launched following a major national lottery refurbishment grant in Spring 2002 and has now become the South-East’s premier venue for the performing arts.  Brighton Dome seeks to associate itself with the country's best artists, offering creative and professional development opportunities for them and the ability to forge new links to the wider community, making our organisation truly accessible to all. It is managed by Brighton Dome and Festival Ltd who also produce the annual Brighton Festival in May, England’s leading mixed arts festival.

